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Saint Thérèse, Virgin & Doctor of the Church 
Job 42:1-3,5-6,12-17  +  Matthew 18:1-4* 
October 1, 2016 
 

“‘Amen, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children....’” 
 
 For the Little Flower, the significance of her name in religion—“Sister Thérèse of the 
Child Jesus”—was illustrated by the Gospel story just proclaimed.*  It’s found in the 
eighteenth chapter of Matthew.  When the Little Flower taught her doctrine called the “Little 
Way”, she explained that the word “little” unlocks the mystery of walking it.  St. Thérèse 
explained that we must turn and become like little children to enter the kingdom of Heaven:  
not Third Graders, or Kindergartners, but little children. 
 Reflect on the way that a little child looks upon her father.  When a little child looks 
upon her father, she neither knows nor cares “whether he is rich or poor, plain [looking] or 
handsome, stupid or clever, but [instead] sees only one thing—father”.1  Likewise, to the 
Little Flower, the truth that God is the Creator of the entire universe with its billions of 
galaxies; the truth that God is omnipotent, able to destroy all creation with a metaphorical 
snap of His fingers, and able to re-create it once again with another snap;  the truth that God 
is Omniscient, knowing not only where every sub-atomic particle is at every moment, but 
also every secret thought of every human person:  all of these manifestations of God’s 
greatness mean nothing to the little child. 
 The little child cares only that God is her Father.  She cares that He loves her, in all 
her littleness.  Her focus is the relationship between two persons:  herself and her father.  
Maybe each of us needs to consider how we think of God—whether in grand or little terms—
in order to ask how better to turn and become His little children. 
 How strong this relationship was between the Little Flower and her heavenly Father 
is “expressed in a scene during her life in [the Carmelite cloister].  One of the Sisters, 
wishing to speak with her, knocked at the door of her cell and, on entering, found... Thérèse 
sewing, with a rapt expression on her face. ‘What are you thinking of?’ asked the Sister.  St. 
Thérèse replied:  ‘I was meditating on the Our Father.  It is so wonderful to be able to call 
God “Our Father”.’  As she said it, tears came into her eyes. ... It takes the simplicity of a 
saint to realize the Fatherhood of God so intimately as to be unable to get beyond the first 
two words of the” Our Father.2 
 On today’s feast of the Little Flower, then, we ask her intercession to pray the Our 
Father with greater fervor and insight.  We ask the intercession of Our Lady on this First 
Saturday, that we might respond to all the Father asks from us with humility, obedience, and 
joy. 
_______________ 
* This Gospel passage is proper to St. Thérèse’s feast day, though optional. 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Vernon Johnson, Spiritual Childhood: The Spirituality of St. Thérèse of Lisieux (San Francisco, Ignatius Press, 2001), 11. 
2 Ibid., 12. 
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Monday of the 27th Week in Ordinary Time [II] 
Galatians 1:6-12  +  Luke 10:25-37 
October 3, 2016 
 

“‘Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’” 
 
 If the first two keys to understanding St. Thérèse’s “Little Way” are the words 
“little” and “Father”, then the third is the word “primary”.  One must turn and become a 
little child in order to enter into the love of God the Father.  At the same time, one has to 
understand the Father’s love as primary. 
 The primacy of God the Father’s love is especially important to focus on in a culture 
like the one that surrounds most families today.  Children are at risk of believing that it’s 
their accomplishments that earn them God’s love.  The primacy of God the Father’s love is 
taught in Scripture especially by Saint John, the Beloved Disciple.  In his first Letter, St. 
John proclaims:  “In this is love:  not that we have loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son 
as expiation for our sins.”3   
 God’s love is primary.  His love precedes not only our love for Him.  His love 
precedes our very selves.  You cannot do anything, until you are.  Only God could give you 
the immortal soul by which you came to exist, and you did nothing to earn that gift.  Even 
less, then, could you possibly do anything to earn God’s love, because His love is an even 
greater gift than human life, as great a gift as that is.  After all, human life is human life, but 
God’s love is a share in divine life. 
 
 
 
St. Francis of Assisi 
Galatians 1:13-24  +  Luke 10:38-42 
October 4, 2016 
 

“‘Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.’” 
 
 Going back to that favorite Gospel story of the Little Flower, recall that Jesus doesn’t 
simply say that you must become like children to enter the kingdom of Heaven.  What He 
actually says is that must “turn and become like children [to] enter the kingdom of Heaven.”  So 
what is it that we must turn away from?  The first possible answer that might occur to us is 
“sin”.  But in fact, it’s more than that. 
 What we have to turn away from is the stance from which all sin grows.  This stance 
runs contrary to all three of the keys that St. Thérèse teaches us.  This stance is not little:  it 
stands instead upon a belief of one’s own greatness.  Nor does this stance relate to the Father:  
it stands instead upon a belief in self-reliance and independence.  Nor does this stance rest on 
the primacy of the Father’s love:  it stands instead upon a belief in justifying oneself.   
 Mercy is not primary in importance, a fact which we can understand better when we 
reflect on the truth that in Heaven, God does not bestow mercy upon His beloved saints.  

                                                      
3 1 John 4:10. 
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God has even greater gifts of love in store for us, but mercy is primary in order of fallen 
human nature. 
 A child who doesn’t know that he’s loved at his worst, will never accept the gifts that 
will make him his best.  God’s gift of mercy reveals to you God’s own heart, and the saving 
truth that God does not love you in spite of your sins, but right through your sins. 
 
 
 
Wednesday of the 27th Week in Ordinary Time [II] 
Galatians 2:1-2, 7-14  +   Luke 11:1-4 
October 5, 2016 
 

“‘Father, hallowed by your Name, your Kingdom come.’” 
 
 The Father to whom Jesus teaches us to pray was the focus of the Little Flower’s 
“Little Way”.  In particular, she focused on God as a Father who shows His children 
merciful love.  A father gives His children many good things out of love for them.  But the 
most loving gift that a father gives His child is mercy.  That’s why mercy illustrates so well 
God the Father’s initiative in loving us:  it illustrates the primacy of the Father’s love.  Just as 
repentance is the beginning of Jesus’ preaching [“Repent, and believe in the Good News.”4], so 
accepting God the Father’s mercy is the beginning of accepting all the gifts of love that He 
wants to shower upon you. 
 In one of the Little Flower’s poems, she expresses how it’s through this relationship 
with God the Father that we begin to see in our own daily life what we pray for in the Our 
Father:  “Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.”  St. Thérèse in her 
poem put it this way:  “To call God my Father and to know myself His child, that is Heaven to 
me”.5  Obviously, a Christian can do both these things—call God her Father, and know 
herself to be His child—now:  today, in the place where I find myself, whether that seems a 
good place to be or not.  There, we can understand the words of the Little Flower:  “My little 
way is the way of trust and absolute self-surrender.”6  There, we can trust God the Father 
enough to reflect on the words of today’s Gospel, and ask ourselves whether the heart that 
He describes is our own.  There, in “the way of trust and absolute self-surrender”, we can 
place ourselves in the arms of God the Father, knowing that He wants first to show us His 
loving mercy. 
 
 
 
Thursday of the 27th Week in Ordinary Time [II] 
Galatians 3:1-5  +  Luke 11:5-13 
October 6, 2016 
 

“O stupid Galatians!” 
 

                                                      
4 Mark 1:15. 
5 “Mon ciel à moi”, in the Poems of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, quoted in Johnson, 20. 
6 Autobigraphy, quoted in Johnson, 19. 
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 God our Father is abundantly rich in mercy.  But the richness of His graces goes far 
beyond the gift of mercy.  As you likely know, St. Thérèse died at the age of 24 from 
tuberculosis.  We today, living in an age whose medical knowledge is so advanced, see few 
people suffering from TB compared to those living at the end of the 1800’s.  St. Thérèse 
suffered severely from this disease for 18 months.  You have to keep in mind this profound 
suffering that she experienced at the end of her life, as you reflect on what she taught. 
 Often, the Little Flower’s teachings are dismissed out-of-hand as “sugary” and “pie in 
the sky”.  In other words, St. Thérèse and her teachings are rejected because they’re thought 
to be unrealistic.  But when you keep in mind the suffering of her life, then the intimacy of 
the love she received from God the Father reveals its depth.  It was within her own weakness 
that the Little Flower said, “What does it matter if I fall every moment?  By that, I learn my 
weakness, and [in that] I find great profit.  My God, You see what I am, if You don’t hold 
me in Your arms.”7 
 You might feel that what was possible for St. Thérèse is beyond your own ability.  Or 
if you don’t, certainly many of those whom you teach will feel this way.  Most regular 
Catholics in the pews feel that what the Little Flower experienced spiritually is not possible 
for an ordinary person.  But in fact, what “enabled St. Thérèse to surrender herself so 
completely to [God the] Father’s love” was simply “that she became so perfectly his little 
child.”8 
 
 
 
Our Lady of the Rosary 
Galatians 3:1-5  +  Luke 11:5-13 
October 7, 2016 
 

“Realize that it is those who have faith who are children of Abraham.” 
 
 Thérèse’s sister Pauline served as Mother Superior at their convent under the name 
Mother Agnes.  From her, Sister Thérèse of the Child Jesus learned of the devotion to the 
Holy Face of Jesus. 
 On first hearing of it, many might wonder how the face of Jesus, in particular, could 
be an object of devotion.  But in fact, praying the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is nothing more or less than meditation on the Holy Face of Jesus. 
 The entire Rosary, of course, in all its twenty mysteries, is a meditation on the Holy 
Face of Jesus:  that joyful, sorrowful, luminous and glorious Face.  But in particular, devotion 
to the Holy Face of Jesus meditates on the suffering inflicted upon Jesus during the Way of 
the Cross. 
 Towards the end of her life St. Thérèse, speaking of her first days in the convent, said 
to Mother Agnes:  “Until then I had not appreciated the beauties of the Holy Face, and it was 
you, my little Mother, who unveiled them to me.  Just as you had been the first to leave our 
home for [the convent], so you too were the first to penetrate the mysteries of love hidden in 

                                                      
7 St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Autobiography, quoted in Spiritual Childhood: The Spirituality of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, by Vernon 

Johnson (San Francisco, Ignatius Press, 2001), page 38. 
8 Johnson, 37. 
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the Face of our Divine Spouse.  …  He whose kingdom is not of this world taught me that the 
only kingdom worth coveting is the grace of being ‘unknown and esteemed as naught’….”9 
 Jesus permitted His Face to be disfigured in order to “bring home to us our pride[,] 
for which this is the payment”.  By “paying this price”, He also shows “us how much He 
loves us.”  But He permitted this “also as an example to us.”  We must share His [humility] 
if we are to be… members” of His Mystical Body.10 
 
 
 
Saturday of the 27th Week in Ordinary Time [II] 
Galatians 3:22-29  +  Luke 11:27-28 
October 8, 2016 
 

“‘Rather, blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe it.’” 
 
 You might have heard of the boy who was watching his father, a Protestant minister, 
at his desk, writing his Sunday sermon.  Little Billy asked, “Daddy, how do you know what 
to say?”  Reverend Jones replied, “Why, son, God tells me.”  “Oh,” said the lad.  Then Billy 
scratched his head and asked, “Then why do you keep crossing things out?” 
 Many of us Christians, unfortunately, edit God’s Word.  By contrast, we are called 
to integrity:  to integrate the Word of God into every aspect of our life, including every 
thought, word, and action. 
 How can each of us imitate our Blessed Mother, who not only heard the Word of 
God and observed it, but accepted the Word of God and gave it Flesh?  In teaching us to be 
little children, the Little Flower helps us to follow Mary as her children. 

“Our Lord told his apostles that they must be converted and become as little 
children….  In the natural order… little children show their love… [t]hrough little things.  A 
little child, just because it is little, is… unable to show its love in any other way.  … [V]ery 
little children will continually offer little things to their mother—a toy, a picture, a flower—
as evidence of their love.  …  [T]he mother, although she has no need of the toy, the picture, 
or the flower, loves the child to make these offerings, because she wants the love that lies 
behind them.”11 
 “Unless [you, as a Christian,] love Our Lord through ‘the toys, the pictures, [and] the 
flowers’ of everyday life, [you’ll] never really love him at all.”12  In a letter to one of her 
sisters the Little Flower wrote, “You know well Céline, that Our Lord does not look so much 
at the greatness of our actions, or even at their difficulty, as at the love with which we do 
them.”13  And in her autobiography, she very plainly explained that:  “To strew flowers is the 
only means I have of showing my love.  That is to say I will let no little sacrifice escape me, 

                                                      
9 St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Autobiography, quoted in Spiritual Childhood: The Spirituality of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, by Vernon 

Johnson (San Francisco, Ignatius Press, 2001), page 81. 
10 Ibid. 
11 St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Autobiography, quoted in Spiritual Childhood: The Spirituality of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, by Vernon 

Johnson (San Francisco, Ignatius Press, 2001), pages 127-128. 
12 Johnson, 128. 
13 Autobiography, quoted in Johnson, 128. 
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not a look, not a work.  I will make use of the smallest actions and I will do them all for 
love.”14   
 
 
 

                                                      
14 Autobiography, quoted in Johnson, 130. 


